
SeaSon’S GreetinGS 2018 

“All the news that fits! “– Enlightening You Since 1993

 

Yes readers, another year has come & gone and 

here I sit tapping out another holiday missive.  It’s a 

little later than usual, but never fear, it is still chock-

a-block full of all that is newsworthy during 2018 

(and a bunch more stuff too!)  Shall we get started?  

But of course! 

GOODBYES  --  January was off to a not-so-

pleasant start as we said “good-bye” to Boots.  : (  

She was just a 

couple months 

shy of being 20 

years old.  She 

had lost a lot of 

weight over the 

past year and 

by the end of 

January her 

health dramatically declined, it was time.  R.I.P. 

Boots. 

SCHOLASTIC PURSUITS -- I attended 

Communiversity, a local community activity they 

have held in the QC’s since 1979.  It consists of 

meeting Sunday afternoons throughout February 

to get a “taste” of something different culturally, 

philosophically, or just something different.  Taught 

by local experts and/or college instructors, sessions 

last for 2 hours for 4 weeks.  No grades, no tests, 

just something to do in Iowa in February.  I have 

had the pleasure of taking “Intro to Italian”, 

“Bookbinding”, “Beginning Painting with Acrylics”, 

and, in 2018 “Mindfulness through Meditation”.  

Not sure what I might take this coming February, 

but alas… I received a letter a week or so back 

saying that 2019 will be the final year. 

I’LL TAKE QUIZ SHOWS FOR $200 -- 

March had me in more “scholastic” pursuits taking 

the Jeopardy online test (again!)  And, no, Alex has 

not called… yet!  But hope springs eternal.  Sample 

question…  Category, Math – “This is the name of 

the symbol that indicates a root, be it square or 

cube.”  Answer… look at the bottom of the next 

paragraph, I got it, did you?! 

USED CARS-R-US  --  2018 found Dick 

adding once again to his occupational sidelines.  He 

performs admirably as our “travel agent” and now 

you need to add… Car salesman!  In March Dick’s 

mom, Alice, got a new VW Beetle and rather than 

taking the pittance they offered her for her trade-

in, we sold it for her on eBay and about doubled 

what they would have given her.  In May, we 

ADDED to the “car lot” here in Davenport.  Dick 

bought a “new” toy... he now has a triple white 

(white interior, exterior and top) 1979 VW Beetle 

convertible.  Just something to enjoy in the summer 

and tinker with all the time (ask him about the 

horn!)  We now 

have three cars, 

a mini-pickup, 

one motorcycle, 

a lawn tractor 

and a partridge 

in a pear tree!  

But wait, there’s 

more!  In June, Dick’s dad put one of his cars up for 

sale.  No new car was purchased, just reducing “the 

inventory”.  Also sold through eBay, Jim’s Lincoln 

was shipped off to Texas!  You may now refer to 

Dick as “Junior Samples” (don’t know that 

reference?  Google it and be glad you’re not on 

Jeopardy.  -- Speaking of Jeop’, the answer from above was 

“What is the radical sign?” 

ROADTRIP! -- In May we received a call from 

some of our travelling compadres… did we want to 

come over for dinner… in Topeka, KS!  “Of course!” 

we said  (you would too if you’d ever had Doug B.’s 

sticky rolls!)  So, we took off for a quick two-day 



 

road trip to Kansas, where we met up with all the 

guys from KS (David, Daryl, Doug and Richard) 

AND Alan & David from New York!  Yes, A&D 

traveled further, but truth be told, they were going 

to be there on business, hence the reason it all 

came together in the first place! 

WEDDING BELLS RING -- May also saw 

the wedding everyone was waiting for!  You all 

know the date, May 19th, people came from all 

corners of the globe to celebrate the nuptials of… 

Brett & Lani (Mueller), cousin Jill’s eldest son & 

(new!) daughter-in-law.  WHO did you think I 

meant?!?  Yeah, yeah, we heard some noise about 

another wedding that same day, but this ONE was 

better!  Congrats to “Harry” & “Meghan!” 

ONE BUSY MONTH -- I am starting to 

think May was a very busy month… Over Memorial 

Day weekend we took an extended weekend trip to 

Philly, Delaware & NYC.  The impetus for the trip 

was to see the largest single show of Grant Wood 

artwork ever assembled at the Whitney Museum in 

NYC.  Since we were going to be out there, we 

decided to add in Philly, where I had never been 

(Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell, the 

Constitution Museum and more!) and to tour two 

Gilded Age estates owned by two of the DuPont’s 

in Delaware (which is but a 30 min drive from Philly, 

so why not!)  Aside 

from a little rain in 

Philly, the four days 

were fun and we 

packed in a lot and 

walked all over 

Manhattan.  Along 

with the Grant 

Wood show 

(PHENOMENAL by 

the way!) we also 

went to the Frick 

Museum, also 

incredible.  And 

over the course of 

the weekend we saw 

train stations in Philly, NYC and New Jersey.  Did 

you know one of us is a rail fanatic?  But no 

Broadway shows; give us a break, we were in 3 

states in 4 days… there was no time. 

AH, SUMMER! -- Only one major outdoor 

project this year and it was TOO BIG for us to 

handle.  We said “Good-bye,” to our massive 

weeping willow tree (before & after, note my lil’ red 

truck in lower-left).  It is hard to believe how big it 

had gotten in only about 15 years, but I was really 

tired of cleaning up under it in the fall and spring 

and there was some fear that it would find its way 

into our sewer which was only 30 or so feet away.  

So, the tree service was called and with a crew of 

up to 6, a bucket truck and a wood chipper it still 



 

took them nearly three full days from start to finish.  

Sad to see it go, but fall clean-up wasn’t quite as 

tedious as last year! 

PARTY TIME -- In June we hosted the Lane & 

Waterman Clerk’s Party here at our house.  Every 

spring L&W hires a clerk or two for the summer 

from any of the various law schools in the region 

and holds a little welcome party for them.  We had 

done this once before (5 years ago) and we were 

approached in the spring to repeat… and we did.  It 

was an excuse to do a little extra cleaning and throw 

out some crap. 

LET’S GET OUTTA HERE! -- Time for 

our vay-kay!  We joined the very same travel 

compadres, mentioned early, in Boston to jump 

aboard a ship headed to Montreal.  The cruise took 

us up the coast to Bar Harbor, ME; Halifax & 

Sydney, Nova Scotia; Charlottetown, Prince Edward 

Island; and Quebec & Montreal, Quebec.  It was 

pleasantly warm and sunny most days (it was the 

first week of July after all.)  My favorite?  Probably 

Bar Harbor, Maine with Montreal, Quebec a very 

close second.  Aside from the usual get off the boat 

and walk around or bus tours, we visited a coal 

mining museum and toured a mine, saw several 

historic (old) houses and walked around numerous 

gardens and paid our respects at a Titanic 

memorial where we saw the graves of some of 

those buried in Halifax.  Only 337 bodies were 

recovered, 59 were claimed by family and the 

(Photos, right & above - Along the coast in Acadia National 
Park, ME.  Coal Miner Museum and mine tour, Sydney, NS.  A 
“Haunted” house in Charlottetown, PEI (note the ghostly 
apparition captured in hallway!)  The Chateau Frontenac Hotel, 
Montreal, Quebec.) 



 

remainder were buried in three different cemeteries 

in Halifax.  We visited the largest of those at 

Fairview Lawn Cemetery.  Quebec City was very 

cool with many old areas of town looking like the 

crowded, narrow streets of an old European city.  

We also had the opportunity to tour the provincial 

capital of Quebec (Province). 

FAMILY PIC-A-NIC -- As summer wound 

down, we “hiked” (by car of course) up to Clinton 

for the annual Sorenson Family Picnic at cousin Tim 

& Cheryl’s house.  I don’t know if it was a 

coincidence or not, but in the week before the 

picnic I was greeted with my first eruption of 

Shingles!  The ONLY person I know personally who 

ever had Shingles was Grandma “Bea” Sorenson, 

maybe that was a “message from beyond”?  Thanks 

a lot Grandma; next time, just send a postcard.  : ) 

ON THE ROAD AGAIN -- Over Labor Day 

we took one more small junket for an extended 

weekend in Florida.  Our friends Tom & Ken have a 

second home down there, and have for years, but 

we had yet to get down there to see it.  So, we 

remedied that!  What a beautiful place, looks like it 

came right out of House Beautiful magazine!  In 

our short stay there, we received an appropriate 

Floridian welcome… tropical storm Gordon crossed 

the tip of Florida and it rained all-day up in the Ft 

Lauderdale area where we were.  No problem, we 

drove around and saw things from the car and 

went shopping! 

ROAD DESTRUCTION – This summer the 

city of Clinton deemed that my mother, Sharon, 

finally deserved to have the street repaired around 

her house.  Well, let’s just say this was no SMALL 

project.  They have replaced a small bridge over 

Turtle Creek, tore out the old road (such as it was!)  

Poured all new pavement, both on 28th Avenue as 

well as on the side of the house on Cleveland.  In 

the process they dug up half of her front yard and 

tore out her sidewalk and steps.  At last report they 

have YET to replace the steps!  It’s been a trying 

time, but the street work is done and she now has 

curb and gutter for the first time in the history of 

28th Ave…. WOO-who! 

THE ’EYES’ HAVE IT – In late September I 

got around to getting an eye exam, once every 2-3 

years seems enough to me.  Wellll, it seems that 

even though my vision had changed very little 

during the ensuing years, I had developed a torn 

retina, WITHOUT detachment.  As the doc said it 

was “urgent, but NOT an emergency.”  Whew!  

Within a week I was in for a quick laser treatment, 

back in another week later and given a good bill of 

health, no changes in my vision.  But (pardon my 

French) it frickin’ hurt!  In case you have never had 

the “pleasure”, both during the exam by the 

ophthalmologist and the subsequent laser 

treatment they physically PUSH ON YOUR 

EYEBALL!  I think I have a high tolerance for pain, 

but I had to ask the doc to take a break at least 

once during the exam and even during the laser 

procedure.   And it causes your pupil to swell!  

Okay, that 

isn’t true, 

that was the 

dilation 

drops, (they 

use super-

strength drops.)  Hope that doesn’t happen again! 

CHS CLASS OF 1980 -- As fall 

descended on us, I was wrangled into working on 

my high school reunion committee.  Well, actually 

not “wrangled”, I enjoy doing it!  We’ve met just 

twice and we already have the date and location 

set, even though the reunion is more than 1 ½ yrs 

away… ya gotta plan ahead! 

WINTER?  ALREADY! -- Winter seemed 

to descend on us early this year with temperatures 

below normal for much of October & November.  I 

was able to get the leaves picked up (sans the 

willow leaves!) before the second week of 

November (still more to do in the Spring, that’s just 



 

the way it is.)  We enjoyed Thanksgiving with Dick’s 

extended family up in Manchester, IA.  We took a 

pumpkin pie (of course) and something different, 

pumpkin cheesecake… I think I have a new 

Thanksgiving favorite dessert!  YUM! 

CHICAGO IS… -- My kinda town.  The first 

weekend in December we were trekking off to 

Chicago for our now annual “Shopping Weekend”, 

even though very little shopping gets done (by us 

anyway… the other guys with us do their part to 

keep the economy humming!)  While there we had 

a “fine-how-ya-doin’” welcome to Chicago.  On the 

sidewalk on Michigan Avenue’s Miracle Mile a 

speeding car managed to hit a not-so-perfectly 

located mud puddle and drenched both Dick & me 

head-to-toe… at 9 AM!  Great way to start the day, 

huh?  Well, we did dry out and enjoyed the balance 

of weekend.  Aside from a wee bit o’ shopping, 

Dick & I took in the Joffrey Ballet’s rendition of “The 

Nutcracker”.  It’s a new production, this being just 

its second year.  The setting is the Chicago World’s 

Fair of 1893.  It was very good and a delightful new 

twist on an old standard… we recommend it! 

THIS JUST IN… -- “Hey!  Why is this mega-

entertaining, very informative, always anticipated 

missive soooo very late this year??!!”  Contrary to 

outward appearances, I do have somethings to do.  

One was to actually get the Christmas decorations 

up BEFORE Christmas as we are hosting the 

Sorenson Family Christmas here at our house this 

year.  And on top of that, just this past weekend 

(Dec 15-16) we, along with Dick’s parents, Jim & 

Alice, went to West Lafayette, IN, on the occasion 

of our/their nephew/grandson (depending on your 

perspective) Kyle’s graduation from Purdue 

University.  We had a most lovely visit and dinner 

with the entire Van Hoeck family (Dick’s sister Dee 

Ann, her husband Jim, son Ryan and his wife 

Lindsey, as well as The Grad!)  Alas seating was 

limited for the ceremony, so we enjoyed the “live 

stream” of the event on 

the iPad in the car on 

the way home.  

Literally arriving in the 

garage at 1802 E River 

one minute before Kyle 

crossed the stage, we 

saw it live via the 

“inter-web”!

 

And so ends another “Holi-dazed Greeting”, another “Mistletoe Missive”, another 
annual edition of the Sorenson-Davidson Christmas Letter.  So, until we see you again, and we 
hope that is sooner rather than later, from the both of US, to all of YOU, we wish you… 

A Very Merry Christmas and the Happiest of New Years! 

                    Mark & Dick 

 


