
 

 

 

 

This year has flown by, and yet… there doesn’t seem to be as much “news” to report as years past.  So, 

let’s see what musings I can stir up as we put a bow on 2024! 

Travels – 2024 was a “light” year when it comes to traveling adventures (at least actual, physical travels… 

I’ll get to “virtual travels” in a sec!)  In February Dick & I flew down to Pompano Beach, Florida for a week, 

staying with dear friends Ken & Tom (from Davenport, who have a “winter home” there.)  Unlike in 2023 

when we made the same trip, I stayed healthy this time and fully enjoyed the trip!  We stayed around 

home the bulk of the rest of the year, aside from a couple trips into Chicago.  One of those of note was a 

weekend trip for me to hang with “besties” from high school, Cheryl and G. David.  And I was surprised by 

the appearance of Cheryl’s sister Brenda.  We had a blast (Dick would have been bored stiff!)  It was as if 

no time had pasted since high school days.  Dick & I had one more “flying” vacation in November.  For my 

birthday, I asked for a trip to California to see my Uncle Bob (and cousin Janet) in Redwood City.  It just so 

happened “another university” in Iowa (not ISU… go `Clones!) had a football game at the Rose Bowl in 

November.  So, Dick 

got to add something 

to My Birthday Trip for 

himself (we won’t 

dwell on the outcome 

of said game, except 

to say UCLA won.)  We 

spent two days in L.A. 

and 2 more up in the 

Bay Area.  Other 

activities that long 

weekend included a visit to The Getty (art museum) and a tour of Paramount Studios in L.A.  Up in the SF 

Bay area we did a historic house tour (“Filoli” in Woodside, CA) and took a drive up to the Muir Woods in 

Marin County, but sadly, you needed reservations for the state park and they were completely booked 

that weekend (it was still a pretty drive!) 

Virtual Travels – During 2024 I have spent A LOT of time in 1700-1800’s Norway & Denmark and even 

more time in 1600’s Colonial America and sometime in 1500’s England!  “A time-machine?” you ask.  Very 

nearly so!  If you spoke to me at all during 2024 you will know that I am “in to” Ancestry.com, or as Dick 

says, “obsessed.”  (Okay, obsessed may be closer to the truth!)  I have developed a family tree containing 

5018 people, backed up with 16,568 documents (as of 12/17/24)!  I have a fairly complete tree on both 

paternal & maternal sides of my family back to the 5x great grandparents’ level (circa 1750’ish timeframe.)  

On a few branches, exclusively on my maternal side, I have gone waaaay back… like the aforementioned 

1500’s England!  We had numerous blood-relatives that fought in the “War of Independence”.  And most 

of those families have roots going further back to the 1630’s Colonial America, as in “New England”/ 

Pilgrims/Puritans, but alas, I am still on the hunt for the elusive Mayflower connection.  Just ask me, I’ll fill 

you in… if you have time! 



Around the house - The only big project this year was carried out by contractors (thank gawd!)  We had a 

new front sidewalk put in down to River Drive.  The busted-up remnants of the original were there since 

we moved in, but being mostly covered with grass growing in the 

cracks between all the little pieces it was barely visible.  In the 

process, the center of the front yard was all but destroyed (next 

year’s project!) 

BIG News Department – December 31, 2024 will mark the end of 

Dick’s partnership involvement at Lane & Waterman after more than 

39 years!  Per the partnership agreement, all partners “retire” at the 

end of the year in which they turn 65.  Which of course means Dick 

turned SIXTY-FIVE this year!  Now, he’ll still be “of counsel” at L&W, 

but will no longer be bound to keep set office hours and will 

(slowly?) hand-off his clients to other attorneys at the firm… all in 

due time!  If you ask him, he’ll tell you he’s looking forward to more 

time off and NO early morning hours heading into the office… 9, 10, 

that’ll be early enough.  No matter how you look at it, it’ll mark a 

major change as he’s worked full-time since he was 25! 

Health Report – We both remain in good health.  Okay, aside from my ruptured ligament in my hand 

which put me on “injured reserve” for 3 months as it healed WITHOUT surgery.  And the good health 

extends to our extended families as well for the most part.  Intermittent 

doctor’s appointments for both of our moms’, but that’s what we’re here 

for, and both Alice (Dick’s mom) and Sharon (my mom… obviously!) are 

doing well.  Alice made a BIG move this year moving to an independent 

living complex in Cedar Rapids.  Dick, his sister Dee Ann and I helped her 

move in back in September.  Alice gets great meals in their restaurant 

style dining room complete with regular lunch & dinner companions.  

There’s a car service to take her anywhere she needs to go and she 

continues her sewing/quilting hobby.  Many of the walls in her new 

apartment are decorated with a number of her numerous quilts and 

assorted wall-hangings. 

Miscellanea – Dick still walks upwards of 5 miles a day most days of the week and continues performing in 

the Bettendorf Community Band.   And he attempts to keep them organized as an officer on the band 

foundation board.  I continue going to the gym to workout (aside from injury time!) and playing cards with 

my Euchre club every other week (my hand injury did NOT stop that!  I wore a splint.)  Aside from all of 

that, life is good and slowing to a “retirement pace” and as Martha (Stewart) would say, “That’s a good 

thing.” 

Merry Christmas & Peace and Goodwill throughout the New Year to All! 

Mark  &  Dick 


