SEASON’S GREETINGS 2021

“All the news that fits! "~ Enlightening You Since 1993

2021... Better Than 2020...

The New Year rang in with the hope of a COVID vaccine in sight. Thank heavens! But while things were still slow
and social activities were at a minimum | elected to finally have “elective surgery” for my Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
which | have dealt with for at least 5 years. Now it’s done, and the tingling and numbness are gone (99% of the time
anyway) and | can once again ride my motorcycle for more than 10 minutes without my throttle hand going numb.

In March, as soon as we were eligible, Dick & | both got our first COVID shots... we hope YOU all have to. We both
helped our respective parents track down a vaccine appointment as well. Then this fall we also got “boosted” as
soon as we were eligible; we’re doing our part to end this long, drawn-out pandemic.

And one more health-related update — | took Mother to lowa City in early spring where she was declared cancer-free
having had surgery last year to remove a nasty bit of skin cancer. She, more than anyone, is glad to put that chapter
to bed!

Spring Cleaning

April & May had us busy around here preparing our “carriage house” rental for a new tenant. We say “carriage
house”, but it really just looks like a little house (not on the prairie) behind our house, but that is neither here nor
there. New carpeting and “luxury vinyl” floors throughout, new paint in every room, a complete bathroom overhaul
and new kitchen appliances. In the process of prepping the rental, without even putting up a sign nor placing an ad
we found our new tenant. One weekend the doorbell rang, a stranger standing at the door. “Hi, | was just in the
neighborhood and was wondering if your rental would be available?” Kismet? Dumb luck? Maybe karma? Come to
find out, “Kayla” lived there some 25+ years ago and was moving back to the Quad Cities and was looking for a place
and wanted to “come home again” to Prospect Drive (the address on the rental). Kayla & her beautiful black Lab,
Belle, moved-in the end of May.

Travel... Baby Steps

Dick and | took our first trip in nearly two years in August.
Our first outing was to Glacier National Park in northern
Montana (very nearly in Canada!) There were summer wild
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fires burning all over the west and we were uncertain how/if that would impact our trip. Fortunately, Glacier Park
proper was not a “hot spot” for conflagrations, but the fires in the surrounding area did cause a great deal of smoke.
The first 2 days we were there it was basically clear, but days 3-4-5 got progressively smokier. It was really gorgeous
and not overly packed, which may have had as much to do with the lingering impact of COVID as with the park’s



historically lower attendance compared to places like Yellowstone, Grand Canyon & Yosemite. Don’t discount it, this
park is beautiful... go see it!

The “Eyes” Have it!

The first day back from our trip Dick was scheduled for cataracts surgery... glad we did not have any travel delays on
our return! One eye done and he immediately realized just how impaired his vision had gotten, the “fog” was
lifted... in one eye! He could open & close one eye then the other and see the difference, he said it was amazing the
difference! A week and a half later the second eye was done and he now has the eyes of a 40 year old (he still
occasionally needs reading glasses, but not required as before.) In between Dick’s two surgeries, my Mom also
started her course of treatments for her cataracts. And just like Dick’s, her surgeries went without a hitch (you know
the actual procedure literally takes like FIVE minutes!) Modern medicine is amazing... trust your doctors and the
scientists! (... a not-so-subliminal message.)

Strike Up the Band!

The Bettendorf Park Band restarted their schedule this
past summer with concerts in Veterans’ Memorial Park
in Bettendorf in July and playing in the Bettendorf
Fourth of July Parade. Dick remains a member in good
standing and is a driving force within the Park Band
Foundation. Some of the members from the band got
together with members of other nearby park/city bands
and performed at the Quad Cities Festival Trees in
November. The band is on it’s winter break, but they
fully anticipate beginning practicing anew in January
2022.

CHS Class of 1980 — 40 Reunion... Delayed, but not Cancelled!

e My high school reunion was supposed to have been last
year, but.... Anyway, after a delay of one year we went
ahead in September and gathered in Clinton as we have
done every five years since 1980 to reminisce about
those ol’ school days. | have worked on the reunion
committee (picture) since returning to lowa in the mid-
90’s and get nearly as much fun from the planning as
from the reunions themselves. Attendance was good,
considering. We attended a Friday night football game,
a school tour on Saturday and a dinner that night. We
had a “famous” (if you’re from Clinton) band play,
Bowman, Pickney & Evans, after dinner and a good

, y - time was had by all. Next reunion only FOUR years
away. | also still maintain the class website and moderate our class Facebook page (odd, because | do virtually
nothing with my own FB page!)

2021’s Silver Lining

September of this year marks twenty-five years that Dick & | have been together. It’s hard to believe it’s been that
long... until you look at the pictures from our “youthful” beginnings (below - left- Rome 1997, right— with Dick’s
parents, Jim & Alice, Easter 2021). | can only wish that all of you are as blessed as we have been and continue to
celebrate each anniversary as they continue to accumulate. Before you know it, it’ll be Golden!



And speaking of historical dates... November
marked my 60* birthday. How did | get this old!?
We celebrated with different dinners on different
dates, but the pic below was the home dinner
party | threw for myself. | knew the food would
be good... | was the chef!

My Kinda Town, Chicago Is...

Late in the year we ventured out for two quick trips to Chicago. The first was just a day

. trip when we headed into Chi-town to see a modern interpretation of Shakespeare’s “As
You Like It” turned into a musical. It was along the lines of the movie “Mamma Mia”, but
featured Beatles songs woven into the story line, it was a fun little outing to Navy Pier.

;. Then in early December we re-initiated our annual Christmas Shopping trip to Chicago
with friends. The weather was very good, considering it was the first weekend of
December! We took in a Christmas choir concert, walked the Miracle Mile (Michigan
Avenue), shopped the former Marshall Field’s store (nee Macy’s) on State Street, and

. visited the Chicago Architecture Center before returning home.

I-74 Bridge Finally Completed

This is just of local interest, but | have a great picture to go along with it!
(Photo credit — Dick, taken on his nightly walk after supper). After decades
of planning, and what seemed like decades under construction (actually only
7-8 years), the replacement bridge opened the first week of December.
Truth be told one “arch” opened a year ago and had to carry both directions
of traffic while they finished the second span. Now ititis all open, and |
must say it is beautiful, as far as bridges go! There’s even a pedestrian &
bike path on the bridge. So if you are ever in the QCA (and not afraid of
heights!) we can walk across. Hopefully the old spans will be gone soon as it
currently blocks what will be a fantastic view of the sun setting to the west!

It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas
The decorations are slowly going up as we prepare to host the extended Sorenson Family Christmas gathering here
this year. The lit garlands are up on the stairway, the window candles are burning bright and the tree is up... beyond
that... we’ll see! Wishing you all the very best the season has to offer and hoping for an even better 2022!

A Very Merry Christmas to-one and, all/
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