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Merry Christmas one and all!

Did you ALL enjoy our trip together this past year? Yes, | mean EVERYONE. “What?!?” you say...

| didn’t go anywhere

with you! Yes, you did! We all completed a roundtrip around the Sun! Hope you entered your frequent flyer account
number because the cosmos doesn’t issue credits retroactively... if you did, you earned the “regular” miles... 584
MILLION miles. You can’t use the miles for airline travel, but they are redeemable for another trip around the sun! All
seriousness aside, | hope everyone had a wonderful 2017. Ready for a review? Of course you are, that’s why you are

reading this!!

Hau‘oliMakahiki Hou

For you haoles, that is “Happy New Year” in Hawaiian. Dick and | spent our
winter vacation this past year in Hawaii with two of our travelling cohorts (the
Olson-Beals of the Kansas City Olson-Beals). We left shortly after Christmas last
year and spent a sun-drenched week on Oahu doing most of the usual stuff. We
re-visited the Pearl Harbor / USS Arizona Memorial, and toured the USS
R S p Missouri battleship. Thank
m heavens we scheduled the visit
the day we did, if we had been
scheduled one day earlier our
reservations would have been
CANCELED because that was the
day President Obama and Prime
Minister Abe of Japan visited. It was a mob-scene the day we were there
because a lot of the people who did get canceled were trying to get in the next
day, ugh! But we battled our way
through and had a good day in spite
of it all. Another highlight of the trip
was spending New Year’s Eve on a
dinner cruise in Mamala Bay off
Waikiki Beach. The cruise was mostly
Japanese tourists and a few token
Americans. It was fun... until we got
off the ship. Let’s just say their 4
arrangements to get a few thousand people back to thelr hotels at 1:30in the
morning were sub-optimal. Oh, did | mention we ran into our old Hollywood
friend, Clyde Kusatsu (left) at the hotel, he was staying, as we all do, at the New
Otani hotel with his lovely wife Gail. (Ok, ok, we don’t actually
know Clyde, but you all DO know ME, that didn’t stop me from
talking to him... and he really was VERY nice and chatted for a few
minutes. (Anyone walking by right then would have thought we
were old friends!)

Strike Up the Band

| 1967 - 2018
Bettendorf
' Park Band

U A nniversary

Dick continues to perform in
the Bettendorf Park Band
playing the clarinet. He’s been
back at it now for what, three
years? They practice Thursday
nights on and off thru the year,
taking time off after
Thanksgiving and again in the
spring for a short recess before
gearing up for the summer
performances in the city park
bandshell. 2018 marks the 50"
Anniversary of the band and |
helped design their celebratory
logo! (shown above)

Aside from the summer series
they also present a spring and a
fall concert. Check out the
Bettendorf city website for
performance dates and
locations.
(http://www.bettendorf.org/)



http://www.bettendorf.org/department/division.php?structureid=155%20

Art...

In February | once again participated
in what | feel is one of the Quad
Cities least known annual functions,
and best entertainment values. For
more than 30 years a group of
volunteers has coordinated with St.
Ambrose and Augustana Colleges to
put on Communiversity. Sunday
afternoons throughout February
Quad Citians of all types gather to
broaden their horizons with fun
classes in arts, culture, politics,
history, et cetera, et cetera. | have
previously taken classes in Italian
and another in Book Binding. In
2017 1 took a class in acrylic painting.
The classes are just a “taste” of their
respective subjects, but it is
something fun to do during the
(sometimes) dreary days of
February. I'll have to see what they
offer this next year... maybe yoga?
(More on the web at...
http://communiversity.org/ )
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Artists
We took a
summer trip
this year to
Paris, the
onein
France, oui!
Dick and |
were last
there20
years ago,
my how time
flies! The trip’s inspiration came
from a book Dick read about artist
Claude Monet & French Prime
Minister Georges Clemenceau. We
saw an awful lot of art while there;
hey come on, it’s Parisafter all. We
also did a lot of walking around Paris
from the Eiffel Tower to the
Luxembourg Gardens, from
Montmartre’s Sacre-Couer to Notre
Dame on the Seine. We took day

trips out of the city to Versailles and
to the Normandy coast (the WW

Il American Cemetery Memorial,
above). But the highlight, for me
anyway, was the day trip to Monet's
house and gardens in Giverny

»oa e
(above), little more than an hour
outside of Paris. It was magnifique!
And of course being in France we
had some good food, the best being
dinner at a restaurant (Relais de
I’Entrecote) recommended by fellow
family traveler, my cousin Gordon.
There is only one thing on the menu,
steak et frites(steak & fries in
Anglais(English)). The staff spoke
just enough English to take our
order, as it is not really a tourist
destination. Everyone gets served
one kind of salad and the only
guestion asked was how do you
want “The Steak” cooked! Mmm-
mm-good! We recommend it!

The Land of Fire & Ice

On the way back from France we did
a one day layover in Iceland!l came
up with that idea on my own, |

didn’t read a book about it. There
are lots of ancient lava flows (kinda-

£

sorta reminded me of Hawaii, but
not climate-wise... day time highs
were in the 60’s in Aug!) along with
still active geothermal features such
as geysers and hot springs. Did you
know that Iceland produces ALL of
it’s electricity without using any
fossil fuels! Geothermal,
hydropower and solar. We saw
some gorgeous landscapes, including

waterfalls, and Dick found the house
that Reagan stayed at when he met
with Gorbachev in 1986 in Reykjavik.
| think Dick saw all of Iceland he
cared to, but I'd go back again!

... more Paris...

(above — The Hall of Mirrors,
Versailles; below, Place de La
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http://communiversity.org/

Better Homes and Gardens

Well, better homes anyway. No new projects around
the grounds this year, just seeding some bad areas of
grass, moved some bushes, and general maintenance.
But this year’s main house project was a BIG one! Not
for us, but for the worker-bees... we got a new roof. It
took them a week and a half to do it, thank heavens we
weren’t paying by the hour! But it is all done now and
hopefully will last our lifetimes! Need a new roof? Live
near the Quad Cities? We recommend Fanth-Curry
(mention our name and we get a referral fee... we might
even share it with you!) Seriously, good workers and
quality work and NOT at an exorbitant price.

when they were in New Mexico.

Family Matters

Ours, not the old TV show! Dick’s
parents, Jim & Alice, celebrated their
60" wedding Anniversary this

Both nieces remain in the Southwest

and, coincidentally, now are

summer. The whole family gathered Bob
for a dinner at the world renown Ox
Yoke Inn in Amana, lowa (at least

. cohabitating in Las Cruces, NM,
renown in our world!)

Crystal having moved there from

And in “Bob News” (I made that up, Arizona to join her sis Melissa.

think | will copywrite it...) my Uncle
Bob made it back from California for
a visit for the first time in a couple
years. And my brother Bob and his
wife Sharon have moved back to
lowa. Well, back for Bob, first time
for Sharon, don’t get so picky! They
are now residing in Cedar Rapids
bringing them closer to relatives in
lowa and New York than they were

OH! And one more family note, my
cousins on Mom'’s side arranged a
Surprise 80" Birthday party for their
mother, my Aunt Gloria. And she
was truly surprised, no one spilled
the beans! Attendees included all
but one of Aunt Gloria’s “brood”
including spouses and grandkids,
Dick& myself and both my brothers

That’s a Wrap!

(and Sharon!) and of course my
mother AND Mom& Aunt Gloria’s
Uncle Al and thelr Aunt Mugs (see

Doug Aunt Gloria Mom Mark Sharon

below) amongst many other friends
and neighbors. This was the single
largest gathering of
Marshall/Perino/Sorenson’s in
literally DECADES!

| best “wrap this up and stick a bow on it” or it’ll be 2018 before you all get to reading it! (It may be 2018 before you

finish reading it, that just can’t be helped!) We look forward to see as many of you as possible over the “holidaze” and...

Wishing each & everyane of you a Very Mevwy Christmas and a Fappy New Year!

Mark & Dk



