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Two thousand and sixteen started
off with a visit to California. The
main purpose for the trip was the
Rose Bowl... ‘nuf said on that.
Our visit included a trip to the
USS Iowa battleship,
museum in Long Beach, CA. And

"

now a

in case you
didn’t know,
ALL residents
of the state of
Iowa are

granted free
admission to
the ship. Let’s
see, Towa,
Rose Bowl week, FREE... we were
there with (literally) 1000’s of our
We also had
seats for the Tournament of Roses
Parade.

“winner!”

“closest friends”.

Now, that was a
During our brief trip
we dropped in on Dick’s cousin
Allen Peterson. Allen took us out
four-wheelin’ in the desert near
his
home
and
then
treated
us to a
Mexican
dinner,
yum! e YV
And i i A kS
speaking of dropping in on people,
we also managed to connect up

with a Drake University friend of
Dick’s, Laurie & her husband
Fred. They also treated us to
dinner. And while I am thinking
of it, Dee Ann & Jim Van Hoeck
(Dick’s sis & bro-in-law) and their
sons (Ryan & Kyle) were also
there for the
football game and they treated us

aforementioned

All the news that fits!

to dinner oo/ We should go to
California more often, most of the
food there is FREE! Let’s see other
assorted activities on that trip
included the Peterson Automobile
Museum (that’s a biggie if you're
into cars), the Museum of Flying
in Santa Monica. (that’s a biggie if
you're into aircraft; on the site of
the original McDonnell Douglas
Aircraft plant). But with our
bellies full, we had to return to

the snow & cold of o’ I-Oh-way.

Trivia!

You know I love my trivia... well,
you should know anyway! At the
end of January I once again took
the Online Jeopardy Contestant
Test. And before you ask, you
never do get a score, so you don’t
know how you did. You just wait
and see if they call... they didn’t!
Then in February, Dicks folks’(
Jim & Alice) church had their
annual fund raiser Trivia Night.
We were brought in as “ringers”
and although we ran at or near
the top most of the night, we did
not capture first place in the end.
But hey, it’s fun and it’s for
charity, so there!

Work-work-work...

Looking at the calendar (that’s
how I decide what to write; you
didn’t think I
remembered when all this stuff
happened, did ya?) 1 see that
there isn’t much of anything

actually

except work related events. Oh,
there is the occasional birthday
note, and reminders for things
like dentist’s appointments and
such, but nothing  really
“Mistletoe Missive” worthy. Dick
is still (VERY) hard at work at
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Lane & Waterman where he’s
been for 30+ years! And I still
make the occasional “housecall”
when  there is an LT.
“emergency”. I can go weeks at a
time without hearing a peep, and
then... people start “peeping!”
And then, they stop again. [ still
maintain a small handful of
websites and do general PC
support, but no real
lifting”. I save that for the yard

“heavy-

work and the gym!

Wedding Bells Ring!

The big event of the summer this
year was not some exotic trip, or
the purchase of a new vacation
home or a sports car, or (sadly)
winning the lottery! NO! It was
the nuptials of Ryan & Lindsey
(Luckett) Van Hoeck, June 25% in
Memphis, TN. We drove down
with Dick’s parents and enjoyed a
long weekend of wedding
time with the
extended
Van
Hoeck,
Luckett

and

activities and

Davidson
families.
What a
wondertfiil

couple...
Congratulations, Ryan & Lindsey!

Summer time...

... AND THE LIVIN’ IS EASY (PORGY & BESS — 1935)
We did have a few other activities
this summer including taking in a
play (“Rock of Ages”) at the
Timber Lake Playhouse in
Mt.Carroll, IL. A first for Dick
and a return for me, although I
hadn’t been there since college.



It’s a little summer-stock theater
in rural llinois, sit-chee-ated by a
lake, on the edge of the timber.
Don’t know how they came up
with the name though. The end
of July we headed into Chicago for
a weekend meet-up with travel
friends David & Daryl from
Kansas City, KS.  There we
shopped, ate, caught an act at the
Second City Theater, and just
enjoyed the company of friends.
Additional
included a visit here from some of

summer  activities
my long time friends the O’Garas
coming in from Minnesota and
the O’Gara-McReynolds
Michigan. There was a summer
neighborhood “Olympic” party at
Will & Laura Wolf’s (we did NOT
“medal” in any of the events... egg
toss, Frisbee challenge, etc.) And

from

in September I volunteered at the

Iowa Historic Preservation
Summit hosted by the city of

Davenport.

Fall is in the air -

September 28®, Dick I celebrated
TWENTY Yyears together (and our
official 7* anniversary.) I can’t
believe it’s been that long... until I
look in the mirror! We celebrated

in ourusual fashion...

...we both forgot!

Fall also included a quick trip to
Minneapolis to visit with an old
high school friend of Dick’s,
Brenda Haines; a weekend of
visiting and eating too much. We
could probably lose some weight
if we just stopped traveling! (Just
kidding Uncle Al, we won’t ever
stop traveling!)

“Hey, Mark! Any Home

Improvement Stories?”

Well, not exactly. Sure there are
the maintenance things to do, and
little fixes here and there, but no
“big” projects. Except... after only
15+ years, 1 finally built the
garden gate/pergola Dick has been
asking for since we

moved in
el

here! Back story... I ordered plans
for a pergola at our old house.
Built said pergola the last year we
lived there, then we moved! Dick
asked that I find the plans and
build another one here. Well, as I
told him, the plans were gone, but
“I don’t need them,” I could just
design it and build it myself. And
it’s finally happened. The posts
went in the ground the first week
of October and the last coat of
stain went on the first week of
November (thank heavens for an
extended fall!) It looks pretty
darned good if I do say so myself.

Anyone want one? The waiting
time is only 15 or so years!

The Holi-Daze Begin

This year for Thanksgiving we
stayed home and had my mother
(Sharon) and my brother (Doug)
down from Clinton, IA. I of
course fixed a home-cooked meal
with all the trimmings — roast
turkey, potatoes, stuffing, veggies
and homemade cranberry relish
(sorry Doug, no “can-shapped”
processed food product this year!)
We had a relaxing afternoon
socializing, eating (again with the
eating... sheez!), finishing off with
a non-traditional carrot cake with
cream cheese frosting for dessert...

yum!!!

Which
December.

finally gets wus to
The month started
with yet another trip to Chicago
for what has become an annual
friends’ Christmas shopping trip.
Yeah... shopping, eating, etc. The
weekend ended with the season’s
first snowfall which we had to
drive home through... yuck! An
unexpected 8 inches of the white
stuff, they predicted 1-2” (...they
were wrong!)

The Christmas season is now here,
the decorations are up (finally)
and this letter is drawing to a
close (finally) and it’s time to
think about baking and wrapping
presents (eventually!)

And on that note, may we wish
you a Very Merry Christmas & A
Happy New Year from our home
to yours!

MM’O&M



