
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since last we communicated… 

It’s been a relatively quiet year, and that’s a 

good thing!  In a nutshell, all are healthy 

and relatively rested in the Sorenson-

Davidson household.  Including the cat, 

Boots (she sleeps constantly!).  But she 

would also be the reason some of us (me!) 

might not always be so well “rested”.  It 

seems she doesn’t understand why we are 

sleeping when she wants to be up and 

prowling during the night.  I guess that is 

the reason Fred Flintstone “put out the cat” 

every night.  Of course, that never ended 

well for Fred.  If you know what I am 

talking about… you are OLD!  If you don’t,  

google it, there’s a YouTube clip of the 

closing of each episode.  Anyway, enough of 

that, let’s get on with the Year in Review! 

Mistletoe Missive 2015 
Serving Up “All the News that Fits” - Since 1994 

NNoott  YYoouurr  FFaatthheerr’’ss  BBuuiicckk  ((oorr  YYoouurr  MMootthheerr’’ss))  

In February Dick & I went into Chicago for the day to 

visit the Chicago Auto Show.  NO!  Neither of us is car 

shopping… yet.  It’s just fun to see everything that is 

new and some of the “show cars.”  Like above, the 

Buick Avenir… I know, what a name, huh? But swoopy!  

 

March found us visiting 
Chicago again!  We 
went in to see a high 
school friend of mine, 
G. David, who was 
performing with the 
Windy City Chorus as 
part of a fund raiser 
for the Tyler Clementi 
Foundation, an anti-
bullying group.    

 

 

 

 

We had time to see G. 
for lunch in the Walnut 
Room at Macy’s (nee 
Marshall Fields) in the 
heart of downtown. 

It was a very nice visit, 
having not seen David 
since his 50th birthday 
several years back.  
Late that afternoon we 
attended the 
performance before 
returning home. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

A couple graduations 

In mid-May we were headed to Memphis, 

Tennessee, for Dick’s nephew Ryan’s 

graduation from Rhodes College.  Ryan 

earned a BA in Accounting and is 

continuing his education this school 

year earning his Master’s of Accounting 

so that he may sit for his CPA exams.  

Below - Mark, Ryan, Lindsey (Ryan’s fiancé), and 

Dick.  And NO, I am not standing in a hole, YES 

Ryan is that tall! 

 

And speaking of graduations, Genevieve 

Ehlers, daughter of very good friends 

of mine from Clinton graduated from my 

alma mater, Clinton High in May.  

Genevieve is now attending Luther 

College in Decorah, Iowa.  On a sad 

note, her father, Russ, who had 

struggled with numerous illnesses 

unfortunately passed away before her 

graduation.  But we are all certain he 

was watching over Gen and her mom, 

Joann, and continues to do so. RIP 

Russ, ouija be thinking about you! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GJu8RreAGnM
http://www.tylerclementi.org/
http://www.tylerclementi.org/


 

Travelogue #1 – Scotland (and a wee bit o’ England!)                      .  

At the end of June Dick & I were off to the United Kingdom.  We flew into Manchester, England, and 
immediately took a train over to Liverpool.  Our main purpose there was to visit the Beatles Museum and see 
the Three Graces.  The three what?!  They are three early 20th century buildings built on the waterfront in 
Liverpool, specifically: the Royal Liver Building, the Cunard Building, and the Port of Liverpool Building.  
Before the day was out we were on a train headed to Glasgow, Scotland.  After a mostly rain-soaked day in 
Glasgow visiting the Glasgow Botanic Garden and the University of Glasgow’s Kelvingrove Museum we then 
headed east to Edinburgh, Scotland.  We tromped all over Edinburgh, visiting castles and more gardens.  An 
afternoon took us out to the ocean terminal at Leath, Edinburgh, to see the former Royal Yacht Britannia.  
Most of another day was spent getting to and then taking a ride on a steam train just over the border in 
northern England.  One last trip out of Edinburgh took us to the Firth of Forth and St. Andrews, location of the 
2015 British Open, or as the Brits call it The Open.  Although cool and a bit wet some days, Edinburgh was a 
very pleasant trip, my first to Scotland and only Dick’s second.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit…   www.CHSClassof1980.com 

organizing our  35th high school class’ reunion, 
held July24-26, 2015. 

We had activities Friday through Sunday.  
Friday night had us chowing down on 
Rastrelli’s pizza (Mmmmm!) followed by a 
less formal gathering at a downtown Clinton 
“watering hole”.  Below is from Friday night 
with my “twin sister” Anita Keefer-Hayes (we 
share the same birthday and went to church 
together as kids!)  

Travelogue #2 – Alaskan Cruise Starting back in 
2014, I worked 
along with about 6 
or 7 other fellow 
River  Kings in 

Saturday night was 
a buffet dinner, 
music and dancing ,  
and door-prizes 
galore and a  photo 
booth.  Activities 
culminated on 
Sunday with a 
picnic at Eagle 
Point Park! 

 

In September we took off again, 
heading to Seattle, Washington 
to join a cruise with our travel 
friends from Kansas (Daryl & 
Herr Dr. David, and Doug & Dr. 
Richard) and New York (Alan & 
Dr. David).  We missed seeing 
the Californians, Dr. Larry & 
Fred…  : ( 

The cruise left Seattle heading 
to Juneau, Glacier Bay, Sitka, 
Ketchikan, and Victoria, B.C., 
before returning to Seattle. 

It was an amazing trip!  The 
guides in Juneau said it was the 
best weather they had seen all 
year and temps most days were 
in the 60’s or better.  There 
was whale watching, a float 
plane ride, a cruise by calving 
glaciers and waaaay too much to 
eat.  All with good friends having 
a great time! 

Dick 

www.CHSClassof1980.com


 

Miscellany 
Other notes (dot-dot-dot) 

In May I sent Mother “packing”!  She 

and her sister Gloria went down to 

New Mexico to see brother Bob and 

family.  And family now means 

everyone!  As noted in last year’s 

Missive, (you all read it, right?  All the 

way through?) my niece Crystal 

moved from Virginia to the Phoenix 

area, which left Melissa by herself in 

VA.  Well in February this year she 

too made the road trip west joining 

her Dad & Sharon in Alamogordo, 

NM.  She is closer to family now and 

has settled in.  Gainful employed, and  

last I heard looking for her own place. 

Hi, Eli! 

 In July our friends Aaron & Jeff 
in Iowa City became DADDIES!  
Eli Bossler Sears is doing very 
well and thriving in his new, loving 
home and is one lucky kid to have 
such loving parents.  Continued 
good health and best wishes to 
the whole family 

What about the house?!  And yard?!? 

As said earlier, this has been  a quiet year.  No major (or 
for that matter  even minor) projects.  Spring, summer 
and fall had the usual activities of mowing and weeding.  
A few trees were planted (Dick: “Have to keep up with 
the trees you know.”)  We had a gutter repaired on the 
main roof, does that count?  : ) 

It was a decent year weather-wise, a little dry towards the 
end of summer, but no storms; no snapped off trees and 
the flower beds didn’t require an inordinate amount of 
watering… just the ordinate amount! 

Most of the leaves have been “vacuumed-up”, but I still 
have a little touch-up work to do.  Hey, it’s in the 50’s all 
this week (I should have been outside today rather than 
writing this!)  The exterior lights will also be going up 
soon.  HEY!  It’s in the 50’s remember?  There’s no rush!  ; 
)  Heck, we had blooming flowers in the garden until I 
PULLED them out the first week of November! 

But we have already seen snow this year.  Our first 
snowfall was the week before Thanksgiving and it was a 
very wet, quite heavy, six inches.  I had to get out the 
snow blower for that!  Hold the presses!  I almost forgot, 
the city finally repaired that stub of city street leading 
right up to our property line.  They ground `er down and 
laid beautiful new, smooooth asphalt down!  That was 
sooo nice to run the snowblower over, ooh-baby!  (Hey, 
we got a new street, I can’t really complain about having 
to clear it… can I?) 

 

 MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass  
and 

HHHaaappppppyyy   NNNeeewww   YYYeeeaaarrr!!!   

So, to wrap things up, Dick & I want 

to wish everyone the best through this 

holiday season and throughout 2016.  

We hope that if you are in the area 

you’ll do us the honor of stopping to 

visit and we will try to do the same 

should our travels find us in your 

neck of the woods. 

 

Ciao for niao, 

Mark  &  Dick 


