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... You don't have it!  And neither do we.  Hopefully none of you got caught up in the 
Powerball ticket buying frenzy and mortgaged your house doing so, for two reason's;  
(1) it only takes one ticket to win, and (2) you are twice as likely to die from a slip and 
fall in your bathtub than to win the lottery.  Moral of the story, buy a $2 ticket if you 
want, but please do NOT stop bathing... at least twice a week... like the lottery 
drawings! 

A Year of Giving 
Throughout the year both 
Mark & Dick did their part 
in the area of charitable 
efforts.  Even though Mark 
is not working on the Red 
Ribbon Dinner (the 
fundraiser he worked on 
for seven years which 
supports The Project of the 
Quad Cities, formerly 
known as AIDS Project QC) 
they did attend the 
function in January.  Dick & 
Mark also attended the 
annual Vera French Gala 
supporting mental health 
services here in the QC's.  
And Dick continues to 
serve on the board for 
Legal Aid of the Quad 
Cities.   

And they both contribute 
regularly to their alma 
maters, Mark to the ISU 
Foundation (Iowa State) 
and Dick to Drake 
University & Law School. 

And they encourage you to 
do the same! 

I'll take "Meaningless 
Trivia" for $400, Alex 

In January, Mark took the annual online 
Jeopardy test in his continuing effort to 
be on that show.   Ummm, he hasn't 
made it yet!  But he'll keep trying every 
chance he gets.  "Fashion for $100 -  This 
scarf that's looped or knotted in the 
front was named for a British racetrack." 

In March 2012, Dick & Mark trekked up 
to Cedar Rapids to join Dick's mother, 
Alice, at a trivia night to raise money for 
a homeless charity supported by Alice & 
Jim's church.  (Jim, Dick's father, was 
supposed to be on the team as well, but 
was under the weather that night.)  The 
team cruised through the competition all 
night, leading every round... until the last 
round!   They were bested by only ONE 
question by the previously second place 
team.  Did you know the Iowa State Fair 
was NOT always held in DesMoines?  
Where was it first held? 

(Answers:  Fashion -  What is an Ascot?  And the 

first state fair in Iowa was held in... Fairfield!) 

"Honey, there's a stork at the 
door.  Is there something you 
want to tell me?" 

For Easter Dick & Mark made their way 
to Manchester, IA, a semi-regular 
occurrence to partake in Easter dinner 
with Dick's Aunt Sylvia & Uncle Mike and 
their family.   During a post dinner word 
game activity, Dick's cousin Carolyn, and 
husband Scott, surprised most everyone 
by revealing she was pregnant and 
expecting in November. 

Fast forward to Thanksgiving 2012... 
another trip to Manchester, but this 
time... no Carolyn & Scott?  She was in 
the hospital, in labor... all day!  Finally, at 
7:09pm, Samuel Scott Shives entered the 
world!  All family members are happy,  
healthy and doing fine! 

One Hot, Dry Summer 
You would have to have been stuck 
under a  rock all summer not to have 
heard  the Midwest had the worst 
drought in recent memory.  Our front 
yard went almost completely brown and 
dormant and we lost one small tree 
planted several years ago.  We spent the 
rest of summer watering the other  >>  

>>  trees planted  in the last five years or 
less.  The grass would come back (and it 
has), but trees don't go "dormant", they 
go dead!  No more were lost, thankfully. 



 

Travelogue 2012 

Queen Elizabeth Celebrates 60 Years on 

the Throne of England with 2 Yanks 

 

Okay, I can't tell a lie, we weren't really 
on the stage with her Majesty, although 
the picture above is oh-so-believable... ; )   
But we were there in June during her 
Diamond Jubilee and we did see her, she 
drove right past the front of our hotel 
(see below, and yes, that is a Starbucks in 
the background!) 

I will spare you the tale of getting to 
London, let's just say that when we got 
up Thursday AM in Davenport we didn't 
know we wouldn't get any real sleep 
again until SATURDAY night in London.  
Thursday evening through Saturday AM 
we were in airports and airplanes, 
including two canceled flights and one 
delayed one! 

The weather there was not the best, cool 
and rainy a good deal of the time, but as 
Dick likes to say, "you don't go to London 

for the weather."  We attended as many 
Jubilee events as we could fit in... a 
concert in Royal Albert Hall, viewing of 
the flotilla (in the pouring rain!), the 
balcony appearance at Buckingham 
Palace, the Concert for the Queen, etc., 
etc., etc.  But it wasn't entirely about her, 
au contraire mon frere. 

We took several little side trips out of 
London.  One took us to Hatfield House, 
ancestral home to the Marquess of 
Salisbury (you've probably had one his 
steaks, mmmm good!)  Another trip took 
us to Highclere Castle, home of the Earl 
of Carnavon, but you would know this 
one better as "Downton Abbey"!  
(currently a very popular show on PBS... 
season 3 starts this coming January, 
check your local listings for channel and 
times!) 

 

Although this was the "headline" trip of 
the year, we took several other 
excursions during the year as well.  
During July, we took two separate day 
trips, one to nearby Dubuque, IA and 
toured the Hamm House and Eagle Point 
Park, drove out to the Julienne Dubuque 
Monument (not extremely easy to find 
mind you) and lastly rode the Fenelon 
Place Elevator, all things which I had 
never done.  Then one weekend in July 
we took off and drove to Lake Geneva, 

WI.  There we walked around the town, 
took a boat tour around part of Geneva 
Lake, including a stop at a Wisconsin 
State Historic property, Blackpoint.  The 
home was the summer residence of a 
wealthy, 19th century Chicago brewer 
which remained in the family until 2005!  
Before the last family owner passed away 
he arranged to donate the property to 
the state.  It is maintained much as it was 
when the family used it for well over 100 
years. 

One more medium trip for the year was 
to Yellowstone National Park over Labor 
Day weekend.  Dick had been there once 
well over 30 years ago with Grandma Iola, 
me, never.  We flew from Moline to 
Denver, to Jackson Hole, WY (same 
weekend as the Federal Reserve Bank's 
Jackson Hole Conference.... (you should 
have seen the row of private jets at the 
airport!)  Picked up a rental car and drove 
the 2+ hours north through Grand Tetons 
National Park (adjacent to Yellowstone, 
who knew, I didn't!) and into the south 
entrance of Yellowstone.  We spent the 
next 4-1/2 days on a package tour of the 
park with two other couples and a family 
of four from Taiwan.  Each day took us to 
a different area of the park, what a 
wonderful way to see Yellowstone, we 
recommend it!  (check out their website... 
www.YellowstoneAssociation.org) 

 

(Mark & Dick at the Grand Canyon of 
Yellowstone...  they seem to wear those 
fleeces everywhere!) 



 Miscellanea... 
Honorable Mention 

A few family notes:  We were 
fortunate to get to see Dick's sister, 
Dee Ann, her husband, Jim, and their 
two sons, Ryan & Kyle, this summer 
during their visit to Cedar Rapids.  
Ryan & Jim had spent late Spring in 
Italy with Ryan's college basketball 
team, so Dee Ann and Kyle's vacation 
was getting to come to Iowa (Oh, 
boy!)   

Mark's brother & sister-in-law, Bob & 
Sharon, made several trips over to 
Iowa during the year just past to visit.  
Much easier for them to do now that 
they live in Indiana, versus the old trip 
having to come from coastal Virginia. 

At the annual Sorenson family picnic, 
there was an uninvited, and 
unwelcomed guest... a gusty thunder- 
storm!  Gathered at Tim & Sheryl's 
house (Mark's cousins) in Clinton, a 
good portion of the family was 
congregated on the screened-in porch 
at the back of the house, and kids 
outside playing.  Rain was predicted 
for the afternoon and given the 
extremely dry summer, the 
anticipation of precip was high.  But as 
the front approached, the civil 
defense sirens sounded, the wind 
kicked up and the rain started 
suddenly.  Quickly the crowd moved 
en masse for the inside.  We weren't 
inside for a minute before a gust of 
wind took the entire top out of the 
maple which previously towered over 
said screened-in porch.  It glanced off 
the roof of the house and over into 
the front yard, but not before it also 
glanced off the back of cousin Julie's 
son, Noah!  Obviously shaken up, the 
kids were now safely inside the house, 
bruised, but not broken. 

But unfortunately for Julie (again!) the 
branch which went over the roof 
happened to land in the driveway... 
where her car was parked!  It is 
obvious to most, that Julie or Noah 
had done something to offend that 
maple tree!  Little damage was done 
to the car as we saw when we cleared 
the branches away.  It could have 
been much worse. 

On the same day as the picnic Dick & 
Mark were double booked, in Clinton 
no less.  Their friend Dale Kruse was 
retiring and a party in his honor was 
being held at his home, coincidentally 
not even 3 blocks from where Mark 
grew up on Pershing!  The power was 
out due to the storm, but eventually 
was restored.  A little inconvenience 
like that did not hamper the 
festivities! 

There of course was the regular 
plethora of birthdays celebrated as 
well, some with dinners at our 
favorite... The Ox Yoke Inn, in the 
Amanas.  In honor of Mark's "39th 
Birthday, again", he & Dick went to 
Chicago for the weekend.  After an all-
you-can-eat grilled MEAT dinner ("we 
don't need no stinkin' salads") at Fogo 
de Chao,  a Brazilian steakhouse, they 
went to see the final pre-Broadway 
trial performance of "Kinky Boots" a 
musical with songs by Cyndi Lauper 
and book by Harvey Fierstein, based 
on a sleeper British movie about a 
family shoe factory which has fallen 
on hard-times.  Look for it on 
Broadway in 2013! 

Late in November word was received 
via the grapevine, that Mark's niece, 
Crystal, had broken her arm in a car 
accident... not her fault, she was a 
passenger!  The injury unfortunately 
was going to require surgery and 
surgically implanted metal parts.  
Crystal did have to tell her Uncle 
Mark, that, "No, that doesn't mean I 
am getting a bionic arm."  (I say, get a 
second opinion, hold out for the bionic 
one!)  All our best wishes for a speedy 
recovery. 

And one last note on health issues, 
although we are doing just fine, we we 
want to  send wishes for a speedy 
recovery to Mark's 92 year old Uncle 
Ralph, who, as he writes this missive, 
is in the hospital dealing with an 
infection.  You hang in their Uncle 
Ralph, we love you! 

 

Motor City News 

What better time of year than January 

to visit Detroit, MI?!  There is no 
better time, IF you want to see the 
North American International Auto 
Show (better known as the NAIAS, 
catchy, huh?) We did!  We drove up to 
Dearborn, checked into the Dearborn 
Inn, a colonial revival brick hotel built 
by Henry Ford, situated just outside 
the Henry Ford Museum.   

Weekend activities included the auto 
show of course, but also one of the 
few remaining auto manufacturing 
tours available in Detroit, the Ford F-
150 final assembly plant.  Also on the 
agenda, a tour of the former country 
estate of Matilda Dodge Wilson, 
widow of John Dodge (yes, that 
Dodge).  The home was lived in by the 
Wilson family until 1964.  Today the 
home and estate is part of Oakland 
University, part of the state run 
university system in Michigan. 

 

1802 E River Drive 
Party Central! 

The late summer brought a return visit 
from Mark's Uncle Bob from Redwood 
City, CA.  He drove here, having done 
it last year, and decided it was 
enjoyable enough to do again (this 
time fortunately without any "bear 
attacks" -- inside joke.)  A big family 
gathering took place here at La Casa 
Grande with lots of aunts, uncles and 
cousins in attendance. 

Then in October, the neighborhood 
"social committee" approached Dick & 
Mark to host the 1st stop of 5 in the 
progressive, annual Prospect Park 
Neighborhood Halloween Costume 
Spectacular & Porch Crawl.  With over 
20 neighbors in attendance, fun was 
had by all.  Unfortunately for Mark & 
Dick, they had to cut out early, so we 
are left wondering who won the 
costume contest.  There were some 
doozies! 

In closing... 

May all the blessings of the holiday 
season be with each and every one of 
our friends and family.  Wishing you all 
continued good health, happiness and 
prosperity in the new year ahead! 
  

Mark  &  Dick 

 


