Season’s Greetings 2010!

16 December 2010 — Last night we received a new 4 inch blanket of pure,
white snow, to the left is a picture taken from the backdoor for the
benefit of anyone who didn’t / doesn’t get snow... | wished | was in that
group!

Let’s see, what's news this year? Looking back at the calendar of the
year that was we see that in January Dick & | jetted off to sunny, warm
Florida for the FedEx Orange Bowl... uh, but it wasn’t warm! It would seem that someone forgot to tell Mother
Nature to turn up the thermostat. During the day the high temp was in the low 50’s, and the temperature at
game time was a brisk 45 and falling. Before the end of the game we were numb, the good news? Back in lowa at
the same time it was in the single digits. Oh, and for those who care (not me... Go Cyclones!) the Hawkeyes beat
Georgia Tech. (Why was | there? For those that don’t already know, Dick has season tix for lowa football, so
when they go to a bowl, we occasionally follow.) Who knew the 2010 was going to be the all-time record low for
the Orange Bowl, certainly not us!

But winter did pass, as it always does, and our thoughts turned to outdoor activities. With planting beds freshly
mulched (it only took what, about 6 truckloads? Well, it is our trusty little Mazda B2600, but that’s still a lot of
mulch!) And with Dick’s addition of a lot of new spring bulbs, the landscape was quite colorful. Planting beds
were expanded this year and several shrubs planted by us 9 years ago, along with an entire hedgerow of
honeysuckle planted by previous owners unknown, were relocated to the “way back” yard, it seemed like a good
idea at the time! Also accomplished this spring/summer was the final and complete removal of “firewood” piles
from the back yard. Not many of you would know it, but when our property was purchased back in January 2001,
we also inherited massive, messy piles of wood. The previous owners never let the opportunity pass of stockpiling
any branch (or entire tree) which came down to go to waste. They even took downed branches from the
neighbors, so we were told. This resulted in numerous woodpiles ranging in size from say 4’x10’ and 2’ high to
the mother-of-all-piles, 8’x20" and close to 6’ high which had completed flattened the fence line between us and
the neighbors. With all the wood gone (through ecologically friendly disposal at the local compost facility) it was
time to repair fences! In the process we added some new fence where none had previously existed to officially
delineate the “way back” fence line (seems we had a property owner back there who thought he owned more
land than he did... we fixed that with a plat survey and a new fence!)

Travel itineraries were slimmer than in past years. The month of May found us on a road trip to Memphis, TN, for
Kyle VanHoeck’s 8" grade graduation, Dee Ann (Dick’s sister) and Jim V’s youngest son. Ryan “The Elder” (son) is
a senior in high school and actively seeking post-secondary education opportunities. Speaking of high school, this
June marked my 30" anniversary of graduating from Clinton High School. | spent numerous nights traveling to
Clinton in the preceding months to help the committee plan the reunion. With attendance up from previous
reunions and rave comments afterward, one can only assume my efforts were not wasted! And in a coincidental
note, after NOT having a reunion since 1997, Dick’s class from Kennedy High School (Cedar Rapids, IA) held a 33™
Reunion in July. You know 33... like those old records, you remember records... those things we had before
cassette’s... you remember cassette’s, don’tcha? Before we had CD’s. ya know, CD’s? Those little silver discs we
had before digital downloads. Oh, my, we really are old, aren’t we?!

Speaking of old things, time for a house update! Well, the old homestead is now completely re-wired top to
bottom and all plumbing has been replaced. Of course there are still little chores that need attention and there



are still two rooms on the second floor which need floors refinished, but aside from that all major projects have
been completed. Must be time to come up with something new to do, huh? Hey that attic space could use some
sprucing up, couldn’t it?!

Many birthdays were celebrated (as they are every year... funny how that works, huh?) Many a family-style
dinner was enjoyed at the Amana’s Ox Yoke Inn... yum! Family visits came and went throughout the year with
visits from my brother Bob and his wife Sharon (right) making a trip out from Virginia earlier in the year and again
at Thanksgiving (but WE were absent... see below). The aforementioned VanHoeck’s of Memphis visited in late
summer as well. And speaking of family activities, not ONE, but TWO of Dick’s cousins were betrothed this year,
the Carr sisters of Manchester, IA. Congratulations go out to Elizabeth & Derek and Carolyn & Scott. While we're
talking about weddings, | was asked (and honored) to assist my friend Ann Tubbs, who | previously worked with
on charity events, in the planning of her celebration. | helped mostly with the reception plans and the flowers,
generally just assuring things got done! Congrats to Ann & Maté! And yet another family note, my Mom’s Uncle
Al did a “reverse snowbird” and moved back to lowa, to Epworth, after nearly 30(?) years in North Carolina!
Uncle Al, what were you thinking?! (Actually, we do understand... his sister Mugs lives in Epworth and of course
his nieces, my Mom and her sis, Aunt Gloria, are all up here.) Welcome back to lowa, Uncle Al. One last thing,
that brother of mine, you know the one... Bob, has managed to close down yet another place of employment.
What is that, Bob, the third one?! (Aren’t you glad you don’t work with him!) But due to his invaluable nature,
the company has again moved him (to the next plant they plan on closing?) Bob & Sharon are now residents of
Brownsburg, IN, just west of Indianapolis.

As fall fell, we had to come to the realization that one of our two cats was in a steady decline, the vet reported
Tiger had a tumor in his chest and nothing could be done. We were assured he wasn’t in pain, but it was just a
matter of time before the final solution. In early October he took his last trip to vet, R.I.P. Tiger (1997-2010).

With the year drawing to a close, there was still time for one big trip! Stop me if you’ve heard this before... but
we left on a photo safari in Tanzania! Yes, we did this trip before, but it was truly amazing and when Dick asked if
| wanted to do it again, | said, “YES!” So, we spent Thanksgiving this year on the Serengeti... literally, on the

Serengeti... enjoying our Thanksgiving dinner in the dining “tent”
(...braised lamb, if you're interested.) That’s one for the record
books! The trip was the same package as last time with the same
~ tour company and darest | say, it was even BETTER than the first
time! Aside from sharing our lunches (UNwillingly!) one day with
| three LARGE male baboons, the positive highlight was seeing a
leopard not two feet away from the safari car (the “kitty” actually
sat down under the bumper of the car parked next to ours! AWE-
somel!!l) After a not so quick 40+ hour return trip from Africa we
were thrown directly into winter... uggg.

Which brings us to the close on 2010, the Christmas baking still needs done, but the decorations are up, and a
good thing they are... on the 26th Dick & | will be hosting the Sorenson Family Christmas at our home. We’'ll have
a house full of aunts, uncles and cousins and their accompanying children. We hope your homes are filled with
just as much joy and happiness this Christmas season!

Al Our Best to you and yours!

Mark & Dick



