
SeaSon’S GreetinGS 2025 

“All the news that fits! “– Enlightening You Since 1993

 

Yes readers, another year has come & gone and here I sit tapping out another holiday missive.  It’s a little later 

than usual, but never fear, it is still chock-a-block full of all that is newsworthy during 2025 (and a bunch more 

stuff too!)  Shall we get started?  But of course!

Ringin’ In The New Year --  Well, 

almost anyway!  Dec 29th Dick and I hosted the 

annual Sorenson Family Holiday Gathering. A good 

size crowd was in attendance with plenty to eat.  As 

I have become quite enthralled with Ancestry.com 

since January 2024 (or as Dick says, “Obsessed”), I 

had printed out a large chunk of family tree and we 

sat about discussing many of our ancestors from 

the recent past to those I have “discovered” from 

the old country.   

Then in February I was contacted by a genealogy 

researcher through Ancestry.com who was 

working on behalf of a “third party”.  After 

confirming who I was, she asked if she could pass 

on my contact information to the mystery person.  

I was hoping it might be a distantly related, late 

Nigerian Prince leaving me a fortune… It wasn’t!  

Let me intro-

duce you to 

my newest 

“cousin” (2nd 

cousin, to be 

exact) Pixie 

Jensen from 

Sioux Rapids, 

IA!  Shown 

here with myself and my Aunt Carol at the other 

annual Sorenson event our summer picnic at 

cousin Tim and Cheryl’s house in Clinton.  Pixie is 

the granddaughter of Grandpa Sorenson’s sister 

Katerine.  Through Pixie I have also been put in 

touch with another second cousin, Doug Sorensen, 

of Fall Creek, WI, via email, who hopes to “crash” 

the summer picnic in 2026! 

A Little More Ancestry – Obessed?  

Okay, maybe a little!  During this past year I have 

determined that not only am I eligible to join the 

Sons Of The American Revolution (like the DAR, but 

waaay less well known!), but I am also eligible to join 

the Mayflower Society!  Yupe, my 11X great-

grandparents, James & Susanna Chilton, and their 

daughter, Mary, were on the Mayflower!  Mary 

Chilton, my 10X great grandmother, was the 

youngest person to board the Mayflower in 

Plymouth, England, and legend says SHE was the first 

person to “step upon Plymouth Rock” in the 

Massachusetts Colony!  Cool?  I think so! 

Travels, Pt 1  --  We had the opportunity 

on several occasions to get away from the Quad 

Cities, some close, others… not-so.  In February we 

took off for Florida to visit our “snow-bird” friends 

Ken & Tom at their winter home in Pompano 

Beach. Regular readers will note this has become a 

regular thing, enjoying the company of our 

gracious hosts for a few days each winter for 

several years now. 

Our “Big Trip” this 

year was a return to 

(my favorite foreign 

country) Italy.  We 

arrived in Milan early 

in June to a heat 

wave.  Milan was 

wonderful, a first 

time in that city for 

both us.  It is home 

to DaVinci’s Last 

Supper, La Scala 

Opera house, multiple art-filled churches and 



 

numerous museums.  And lotsa pasta!  We had a 

day-trip out of Milan to Lake Como where we 

enjoyed a 

cruise on 

one of the 

lake ferries 

stopping 

for lunch 

in Bellagio.  

It was 

beautiful, 

but still 

HOT!  (I 

thought it 

was 

supposed to be cooler up in mountains, on a lake 

no less!)  Another day-trip out of Milan and we 

were on a  train to Switzerland to ride… more trains, 

specifically the Bernina Express in the Alps.  

Gorgeous scenery 

and, finally, cool 

weather (it even 

snowed a little up 

at the highest pass 

we transited 

during the day.)  

All told, we took 

SIX different trains 

in that one day 

and never missed 

one connection!  

After our Milan 

stay was over, we took the train over to Venice.  

This was our return to Venice after 28 years.  Italy 

was our first European trip together back in 1997!  

Venice has changed a little (a LOT fewer pigeons 

in St Mark’s Square, but more tourists everywhere!)  

Dick and I may have changed a little more!  

 

Hail-Hail Alma Mater --  Just a week 

after our return from Italy, was my 45th Clinton 

High class reunion.  I continue to be a reunion 

commit-tee member and get as much pleasure 

out of the planning as the reunions themselves. 

Travels, Pt 2 --  In August Dick and I 

slipped away again for a quick “Family Car Trip!”  

We drove to Indiana, toured the Indianapolis 

Motor Speedway and Museum.  Continued on 

to Ohio and the National Air Force Museum, 

adjacent to Wright-Patterson AFB.  On to 

Maryland for a train excursion on the Western 

Maryland Scenic Railway and then up to 

Gettysburg, PA, to tour the Civil War battlefields.  

On our return home we drove through 

Cleveland, OH, back into Indiana and stopped at 

the Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Automobile 

Museum, a “bucket-list” item for me.  Dick has 

been fascinated by trains since childhood (hence 

the Western MD Scenic Railway), and I, old 

collectible cars.  The entire trip was wonderful! 

Family Notes --  Dick officially retired 

January 1st of this year from Lane & Waterman.  

As he jokes, so far this year he’s “failing” at 

retirement, still going to the office, oh, about 

five days a week!  He has reduced his hours and 



 

as he will tell you, is not working as hard… but 

still working.  He is now “of counsel”, and if you 

Google that you’ll find it means “a legal 

designation for an experienced lawyer affiliated 

with a law firm but who isn't a partner.” 

This late summer, Dick and his sister, Dee Ann, 

planned a birthday bash over Labor Day 

weekend for their mother Alice’s forthcoming 

90th birthday in October.  Why not in October 

you ask?  They wanted to assure everyone could 

attend and that included not one, but TWO 

granddaughters-in-law who were both 

pregnant!  Our nephews (Dee Ann & Jim Van 

Hoeck’s two boys) Ryan and Kyle and their 

respective wives, Lindsey & Emily could still 

travel safely in 

September.  Lindsey 

was due in 

November, Emily is 

due in January.  

Everyone gathered 

for a dinner at the 

Ox Yoke Inn in 

Amana, Iowa, 

followed by an 

informal gathering 

at Alice’s apartment 

complex, Grand 

Living, in Cedar 

Rapids, IA.  Four 

generations are 

represented in the picture to the left… Alice, her 

grandson Ryan, daughter Dee Ann and 1st great-

grandson Ford Van Hoeck. 

Lindsey & Ryan Van Hoeck have since welcomed 

their second child into the fold, Wesley John, 

born November 5th, adding to a vast multitude 

of November birthdays in both of our families!  

Sadly, we must also note that just days before 

Alice’s 90th birthday on October 21st, she fell at 

Grand Living and broke her hip.  She was on the 

mend having had her hip 

surgically repaired and was 

going through physical 

therapy in anticipation of 

her return home. 

After several battles with 

infections, Alice lost her 

valiant fight and passed on 

November 20th.  R.I.P. Alice 

Mae (Carr) Davidson. 

In the most recent family news, my brother Bob 

and his wife Sharon have moved, again!  And 

you all used to think I moved a lot!  Sharon has 

taken a lateral move with her job as a nurse with 

Federal Bureau of Prisons.  Sharon started her 

new job this month at FMC Lexington (Kentucky) 

and Bob says, “this is the last move.”  We’ll see 

about that!  ; )

 

Dick and I remain healthy and doing well and planning more travels in the future.  And so ends 

another “Holi-dazed Newsletter”, another “Mistletoe Missive”, another annual edition of the 

Sorenson-Davidson Christmas Letter.  So, until we see you again, and we hope that is sooner rather 

than later, from the both of US, to all of YOU, we wish you… 

A Very Merry Christmas and the Happiest of New Years! 


